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MIDDLE GRADES
PROGRAM



This handbook contains valuable information which you should find useful throughout the school year. After reviewing the contents with your child, we ask that you sign and return this page only to your student’s homeroom teacher.

Please keep the rest of the handbook as a reference for the future.

As always, your support and cooperation are invaluable as we prepare for a successful year!

Student signature  ____________________________________________

Parent signature  _____________________________________________



Why we assign homework:

Homework is an important component of the whole learning process. It helps students make the most of their school experience by reinforcing what has been taught in class, preparing them for upcoming lessons, and by developing self-discipline, responsibility, and organizational skills.

When we assign homework:

Homework will be assigned Monday through Thursday nights. Long term projects, studying, and extra reading can be continued over the weekend. Diocesan suggested time allotments for homework for the average student are 1 hour for 6th graders, and 

1½ to 2 hours for 7th and 8th graders.
Tests and quizzes

Tests and quizzes will be given regularly over the trimester, and since the material being covered is often cumulative, studying should be consistent throughout the week. Adequate notice will always be given for major tests. 

Students’ homework responsibilities

· Write homework assignment in agenda during each class.

· Complete assignments, neatly and carefully.

· Bring homework to class.

· Make up homework missed due to absence – use the buddy system.

Consequences for non-completion of homework

· Students must make up missing assignments.
· Missing assignments will receive no credit.
· Consistent lack of homework assignments will result in a lunch retention. 
· If there is a legitimate reason why homework is not completed, please send a signed note on the due date stating the reason.
Parents’ homework responsibilities


Since parents play an important part in making home study a positive experience,

we ask that you make it a top priority by supplying encouragement, support, and a quiet work environment.  Parent interest and reinforcement of a student’s homework results in better retention and neater work, and helps students develop good, consistent study habits.

Teachers’ homework responsibilities

We will check homework regularly and keep a record of completed assignments. We will encourage and support good homework habits, and will keep parent informed of a student’s progress.



· Math assignments must be completed in pencil, and all other written assignments must be neatly completed in blue or black ink. Assignments completed in other colors will not be accepted.
· Assignments completed in workbooks and notebooks must be neatly written, and notebooks must be maintained throughout the year.

· Assignments must be on standard college-ruled paper.
· Assignments must have a complete, proper heading:

	
	                                                             Student#                                                         

Name                                            Date               

	
	Subject                                          Page #

	
	

	
	

	
	


· Any assignment longer than two pages must be stapled.

· Papers with scratched out words or illegible writing are not acceptable.

· Proper English usage is expected on all written assignments.

We encourage students to practice these work standards at all times so that neat, legible presentation becomes their norm. 
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      A   = 95-100 %

A-  =  90-94

B+ =  87-89

B   =  83-86

B-  =  80-82

C+ =  77-79

C   =  73-76

C-  =  70-72

D+ =  67-69

D   =  63-66

D-  =  60-62

          F    =  59 & below

A = Superior

· Scholarship- Exceeds expectations of the instructor.

· Initiative – Contributes beyond the assignment and shows resourcefulness.

· Attitude – Positive benefit to the class. 

· Cooperation – Motivating in all group activities.

· Individual Improvement – Consistent growth and progress.

B = Above Average

· Scholarship- Accurate and complete.

· Initiative – Stimulating some desirable achievements.

· Attitude – Proper and beneficial.

· Cooperation – Effective in group work.

· Individual Improvement – Actual and noticeable.

C = Average

· Scholarship- Usually meets assignment requirements.

· Initiative – Some self-direction shown.

· Attitude – Generally contributes.

· Cooperation – Usually effective in group work.

· Individual Improvement – Showing signs of progress.

D = Below Average

· Scholarship- Not meeting assignment requirements.

· Initiative – Uncertain, not usually demonstrated.

· Attitude – Not objectionable, usually indifferent.

· Cooperation – Passive or little effect in group work.

· Individual Improvement – Slight or not evident.

F = Failing
· A failing grade is the result of noticeable deficiencies in the areas of scholarship, initiative, attitude, cooperation, and individual improvement.
                                             

Academic Excellence:   GPA  3.8 – 4.0

Academic Achievement:   GPA 3.5 – 3.7

Grade Point Averages are computed using grades from the following subjects:

Religion, Literature, Language, Mathematics, Science, Social Science, and Spanish.

Letter grades in those subjects have the following numeric values to compute GPAs:

A   4.00

A-  3.66

B+ 3.33

     B   3.00

                                                               B-  2.66
All subjects on the report card must have a grade of B- or above for the student to qualify for Honor Roll status, including Work Habits and Conduct. Any negative comments will disqualify a student from Honor Roll.
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· All students were issued an agenda which will help them to stay organized and maintain good study skills. 

· Students are expected to bring their agendas to each class, and to write all homework assignments as they are given. 

· Teachers and parents may send notes via the agenda. It is the student’s responsibility to bring the note to the appropriate adult.



1. Be prepared.

2. Follow classroom directions.

3. Respect everyone and everything.

         Silence is observed when:  
▪ entering the classroom,

▪ preparing to leave,

▪ changing classes,

▪ requested to do so!
Following rules regarding behavior and dress code allows everyone to concentrate on the business of school in a positive, productive environment.
Remember:

                                                     Character Counts!

______________________________________________________________________________
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Nonverbal Signs of Attention

It is important to learn the nonverbal signs of paying attention. These include:

· Maintaining good eye contact

· Turning toward the person speaking

· Keeping fingers, hands and feet still

· Leaning forward toward the speaker if seated

· Appearing interested

· Appropriate facial expression

· Remaining, if possible, on the same level as the person with whom you are speaking.

These signs should be practiced at all times when a person is speaking to you individually or as a member of a group.

 ‘Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.”


“Train a child in the way he should go; and even when he is old, he will not swerve from it. “

Proverbs 22:6
Students are expected to conduct themselves in a Christian-like manner at all times on campus. This allows everyone to achieve their full potential and practice the appropriate self-control that leads to maturity. The following social and study skills will be emphasized so that learning can take place.

	Responsible Behavior

· Exhibits Catholic behavior
· Displays cooperative attitude
· Respects authority
· Respects the rights/feelings of others
· Respects all property

· Accepts responsibility

· Accepts correction

· Demonstrates self control

· Displays proper grooming, including uniform
	Work Habits

· Listens attentively

· Follows directions

· Works to ability

· Works cooperatively

· Completes tasks on time

· Uses time efficiently

· Participates in class

· Completes all assignments

· Seeks help appropriately




Children are a work in progress, so we ask parents to join with us in allowing our students to grow through example, learn from mistakes, understand the need for correction, and realize the balance necessary for ongoing personal development.
                             ________________________________________________________
Consequences
· Verbal warning

· Student/Teacher Conference

· Lunchtime Retention

· Morning Detention

